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MEDICAL EXPERTS AND THE COURTS. 

It has been suggested at a late meeting of the Medico-Legal 
Society, by Dr. Wight, “ that experts should be appointed by the 
Court and not employed by the litigants.” 

Ex-Surrogate Calvin regards this as perfectly feasible, but 
despite the weight which must be attached to his opinion, the 
question naturally arises : Are our judges capable of determining 
the status and ability of experts ? It may be urged that their 
ability has never been tested on this point, and that they are 
generally men of high character. There is, however, a very good 
means of ascertaining judicial capabilities in this respect. There 
is such a thing as a lunacy commission frequently appointed by 
judges, and these contain medical members. Upon the ability 
of the medical members of such commissions must turn the ques¬ 
tion as to whether judges should be entrusted with the power of 
appointing experts. Are the medical members of such commis¬ 
sions alienists ? It may safely be stated that, without exception, 
they are not. Some of them are not even acquainted with the 
most easily diagnosticated psychoses. It is only a few years since 
one of these alienists by virtue of judicial appointment denied 
the existence of general paralysis, assigning as his reason that 
general paralysis must mean death. Bad as this specimen is, still 
worse have been appointed, some of whose decisions are not 
beyond suspicion of venal motives ; a very natural suspicion, 
considering that they are the lowest class of medical politicians. 
In other cases dilettante physicians are appointed for family 
reasons, and of all the foes to science dilettante are the worst. 
Since appointments of this stamp are made to commissions de 
lunatico inquirendo, it must be clear that judges would appoint the 
same stamp of experts, and numerous as are the evils resulting 
from the present system, those resulting from Dr. Wight’s substi¬ 
tute for it would be still more numerous and infinitely worse. 
To reform our expert system we must reform our political system, 
and until the average voter is capable of intelligent exercise of 
his franchise this will not be accomplished. The proposition is 
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decidedly doctrinaire in its nature, and should be opposed by all 
who have the interests of the insane and of forensic psychiatry at 
heart. 


THE INDEX MEDICUS. 

We know of no more disinterested, and at the same time more 
useful, publication than the Index Medicus. The enormous extent 
to which medical journalism is carried in this country would 
seem to afford two very good reasons why the Index should be a 
success. The first is, that the confused mass of material scattered 
throughout our vast domestic medical literature is here presented 
to the student by title, enabling him both to keep pace with 
current literature and to avail himself of it in preparing his own 
contributions ; and the second is, that in virtue of this very mass 
of medical writing, the Index is furnished with ample material to 
fill its pages. 

If we add to these considerations the fact that the Index dis¬ 
covers to its readers the current medical literature of the world, 
the reasons for its success and its existence are doubled. 

Nevertleless, the future of the Index is by no means assured. 
It requires additional subscribers to guarantee its continuance. 
We are informed that if each of the medical societies and libraries 
could be induced to contribute but one subscription, it would be 
safely established. Surely the profession will not allow an 
acknowledged aid, such as this demonstrably is, to fail for lack of 
this slight assistance. 

hallucinated lunatics at large. 

It is a recognized fact in psychiatry that hallucinated lunatics 
are the most dangerous and treacherous. The following interview 
of a Brooklyn police superintendent throws light on many myste¬ 
rious murders and assaults, and fully accounts for their compara¬ 
tive frequency : 

“It is surprising,” said Police Superintendent Campbell, of 
Brooklyn \_New York Sun\ “how many men there are in active 
life who, while successful in their own business, and apparently 



